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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 02 March 2006 has been considered 
for this Office Action. 



2. The finality of the rejection of the last Office action is withdrawn in order to 
address Applicant's concerns. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7-15 and 29-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over European Patent Document EP 0 669 121 A1 (EP '121) in view of 



Dilnik et al. (US 5,656,111). 
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EP '121 discloses a closure system comprises a base tab (90), a carrier tab (44), 
a fastener component (C. 20, L. 36-58), an overlap region and a bonding tape (74). The 
base tab comprises an outer edge (80) and first and second major surfaces (Figs. 1-3). 
The carrier tab comprises first and second major surfaces, an inner edge (50) and an 
opposing outer edge (1 08). The inner edge and the outer edge define a length of the 
carrier tab (Figs. 1-3). The fastener component is attached to at least one of the first 
and second major surfaces of the carrier tab (C. 20, L. 36-58). The overlap region in 
which a portion of the first major surface of the carrier tab faces the second major 
surface of the base tab such that the outer edge of the base tab is located between the 
inner and outer edges of the carrier tab (Figs. 1-3). The bonding tape is adhesively 
attached to the second major surface of the base tab adjacent the overlap region (Figs. 
1-3). The bonding tape is further adhesive attached or welded to the first major surface 
of the carrier tab within the overlap region (C. 18, L. 5-10). The inner edge of the carrier 
tab is located between the bonding tape and the second major surface of the base tab 
(Figs. 1-3). EP '121 fails to disclose that the bonding tape is adhesively attached an d 
welded to the major surface of the carrier tab with the overlap region. However, Dilnik 
teaches a closure system comprises a carrier tab (10), a fastener component (18) and a 
bonding tape (26). The carrier tab comprises an outer edge (14) and a major surface 
(Fig. 4B). The fastener component is attached to the major surface of the carrier tab 
(Fig. 4B). The bonding tape is adhesively attached between the carrier tab and the 
fastener component (Figs. 4B). The bonding tape is further adhesive attached and 
welded to the carrier tab and the fastener component (C. 6, L. 1 8-23 and C. 7, L. 29- 
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62). The use of adhesive and welding to join the carrier tab to the fastener component 
produce a system that possesses good shear adhesion and good peel adhesion (C. 7, 
L. 39-55). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of Applicant's invention to have a bonding tape that is further adhesively 
attached and welded as taught by Dilnikfor the bonding tape that joins the base tab to 
the carrier tab for the closure system disclosed by EP '121 especially since EP '121 
disclose the use of both systems to join the carrier tab to the bases tab and the system 
will possess good shear adhesion and good peel adhesion as taught by Dilnik. 

No adhesive is located between the first major surface of the carrier tab and the 
second major surface of the base tab within the overlap region (Fig. 3). 

At least a portion of the base tab exhibits elasticity (C. 16, L. 30-43). 

The bonding tape comprises a layer of pressure sensitive adhesive facing the 
base tab and the carrier tab (C. 23, L. 31-58). 

The carrier tab is inelastic (C. 21, L. 9-23). 

The bonding tape is inelastic (C. 23, L. 31-58). 

The base tab comprises an integral portion of a disposable garment (Fig. 1). 
The fastener component is adhesively attached to the canrier tab (C. 20, L. 36- 

58). 

The fastener component comprises a mechanical fastener component (C. 20, L. 
36-58). 

The bonding tape is coextensive with a width of the carrier tab as measured 
transverse to the length of the earner tape (Figs. 1-3). 
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The fastener component is coextensive with a width of the carrier tab as 
measured transverse to the length of the carrier tape (Figs. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 15, a combination of rejected claims 1, 3, 6, 8 and 9 will serve to 
reject claim 15 since claim 15 combines the limitations of all of the aforementioned 
claims. 

The first major surface of the carrier tab and the second major surface of the 
base tab are not attached to each other within the overlap region (Figs. 1-3). 

For claim 31 , the same rejection of claim 15 serves to reject claim 31 since the 
base tab has at least a portion of the base tab that exhibits elasticity (C. 16, 30-43). 

Regarding claim 43, a combination of rejected claims 1 , 3, 6, 8, 9 and 29 will 
serve to reject claim 43 since claim 43 combines the limitations of all of the 
aforementioned claims. 



Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments, see pages 3 to 5, filed 27 February 2006, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of daim(s) 1-3,7-15, 29 and 30 under EP '121 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Dilnik. 
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6. Applicant's arguments filed 17 October 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

7. The argument presented by the Applicant for claims 31-43 is that EP '121 fails to 
disclose that the earner tab is not attached to the base tab at the overlap region since it 
is silent about this limitation. The Examiner fails to be persuaded by this argument. 
The fact that the reference is silent on whether it has an adhesive at the overlap region 
does not mean that EP '121 had an adhesive in this area. One having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of Applicant's invention will not assume that there is an adhesive in 
this are just because the specifications and the drawings are silent about this feature 
especially in view of Figure 3 and the specifications that EP '121 does not provide any 
mention or showing of an adhesive material and it does not describe any attachment of 
the base tab and the carrier tab in the overlap region outside of the bonding tape. 
Additionally, the Examiner points out that the use of an adhesive on the overlap portion 
is not necessary because as disclosed by EP '121 the bonding tape is the element 
joining the carrier tab and the base tab. It is unclear why one of ordinary skill in the art 
will provide an adhesive when the bonding tape is already joining the tabs to thereby 
increase the production costs due to the use of the adhesive. Finally, this argument 
fails to persuade because the Applicant fails to provide any criticality as to why this 
feature is considered the allowable subject matter for this invention. The specifications 
only recite "It is preferred that no adhesive be located between the major surface 121 of 
the carrier tab web 120 and the major surface 1 12 of the base tab web 1 10 within the 
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overlap region 118." and it does not provide any advantage or unexpected result 
obtained from having no adhesive attachment in the overlap region. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kawaguchi et al. (US 6,007,527), Richter et aL (US 6,363,587 B1) and Robertson 
et al. (US 6,736,804 B1) are cited to show state of the art with respect to closure 
systems having some of the features being claimed by the current application. 

Dilnik (US 5,656,111. US 5,660,666, US 6, 406,467 B1 and US 6,627,289 81) 
are cited to show state of the art with respect to the use of welding and adhesive to join 
members of a closure system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, J. J. 
Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (571)273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number Is (571 ) 272- 
6640. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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